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1. Introduction

This proposal intends to update Plenipotentiary Resolutions to reflect the attention and interest of APT members, as well as the outcomes of ITU Assembly and Conferences (WRC-07, WTSA-08 and WTDC-10) in relation to those resolutions. 

The Resolutions are attached herewith in the Annex. 
· Resolution 25 on Strengthening the regional presence
· Resolution 36 on Telecommunications/ information and communication technology in the service of humanitarian assistance
· Resolution 136 on the use of telecommunications/ information and communication technologies for monitoring and management in emergency and disaster situations for early warning, prevention, mitigation and relief
· Resolution 137 on Next-generation network deployment in developing countries
· Resolution 139 on Telecommunications/ information and communication technologies to bridge the digital divide and build an inclusive information society
2. Proposals

[ACP/12/41]
It is proposed that ITU Secretariat make editorial changes to these Resolutions , including appropriate references to the ITU strategic plan 2012-2015 and submit them to  PP-10.

ANNEX

Revision of Resolution 25
1. Introduction

This document proposed to revise Resolution 25 (Rev. Antalya, 2006) on Strengthening the regional presence. Some progress has been made in implementing Resolution 25, including better identification of regional priorities, improved information dissemination at regional and national levels, increased assistance to countries in implementing the Doha Action Plan and enhanced cooperation between ITU field offices and relevant regional and international organizations in the areas of telecommunications, development and finance. Despite this progress, more efforts are needed to fulfil the provisions of Resolution 25, particularly as regards the empowerment of the regional offices to make decisions on certain administrative matters and the decentralization of certain responsibilities to facilitate greater autonomy for the regional presence.  During the Council Session 2009, Joint Inspection Unit of the United Nations System introduced a report entitled “Effectiveness of the ITU Regional Presence”. The report points some measures which are needed in the area of human resources management to rationalize staffing of the field offices, in terms of numbers, grade structure and expertise; facilitate staff mobility between duty stations including headquarters; and facilitate training opportunities for staff working in the field. The report also brings attention to the recommendations and several among those requiring legislative action (Recommendations 1, 2, 3, 9 and 17). Considering the report on progress in implementing Resolution 25 (Rev.Antalya, 2006) and from discussion on this matter, Council Session agreed that PP-10 would consider the implementation Resolution 25. In this regard, the proposal of revision Resolution 25 mainly includes some editorial changes.

2. Proposals

It is proposed to modify Resolution 25 as attached herewith. 
RESOLUTION  25  (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010)
Strengthening the regional presence

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Antalya, 2006),

recalling

a) Resolution 25 (Rev. Minneapolis, 1998) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, which instructed the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT), in close consultation with the Secretary-General and the Directors of the Radiocommunication Bureau (BR) and the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB), to strengthen gradually the regional presence;

b) Resolution 25 (Rev. Marrakesh, 2002) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, which resolved that the regional presence should be further strengthened and kept under review in the interests of meeting the continually evolving requirements and priorities of each region;

c) Resolution 143 (Antalya, 2006) of this conference, which resolves that the provisions of all ITU documents relating to developing countries shall be extended adequately to apply to countries with economies in transition;

d) Resolutions 1143 and 1183 adopted by the Council at its 1999 and 2001 sessions, respectively, specifying a series of measures to be taken by the Director of BDT, aimed at strengthening the regional presence;

e) that, at its 2002 session, the Council approved a plan of action for the implementation of Resolution 1183; 

f) resolutions adopted by the Council at its 2006 session, and Declaration and resolutions of the World Telecommunication Development Conference (Hyderabad, 2010 );

g) that the ITU strategic plan for 2010-2015  recommends strengthening communication channels among BDT, the Member States and the Sector Members and Associates of the Telecommunication Development Sector (ITU‑D), and ensuring effective and cooperative communication and coordination between BDT – both headquarters and the regional offices – and the General Secretariat, the Radiocommunication Sector (ITU-R) and the Telecommunication Standardization Sector (ITU-T);

h) the instruction given in the relevant Council resolutions to the Director of BDT, in collaboration with the Secretary-General and the Directors of TSB and BR, to seek new sources of financing for regional presence and investigate the possible arrangements for, and impact of, expanding the role of the regional presence to serve the needs of countries wishing to benefit from the full range of the Union’s activities,

reaffirming

a)
the importance of the regional presence in enabling ITU to work as closely as possible with its Member States and Sector Members, improve the dissemination of information on its activities and develop closer ties with regional and subregional organizations;

b)
the importance of continuing to strengthen coordination between BDT, the other Bureaux and the General Secretariat,

considering

a)
the outcomes of the Geneva (2003) and Tunis (2005) phases of the World Summit on the Information Society;

b)
that many countries are coping with a complex array of issues, some of which are currently being addressed in all three Sectors of the Union; 

c)
that ITU should remain a leading intergovernmental organization in which the Member States, Sector Members and Associates work together to foster the growth and sustained development of telecommunication and information networks and facilitate universal access, so that everyone, everywhere may participate in and benefit from the world information economy and society;
d)
that means must continue to be established to enable the regional presence to respond effectively and tangibly to the crucial needs of the developing countries, which in the end will benefit the developed world as well,
recognizing

a)
the difficulty faced by many countries, particularly developing countries, least developed countries, countries with economies in transition and small island developing states, with stringent budgetary constraints, in participating in the activities of ITU, including the conferences and meetings of the three Sectors;

b)
the urgent need to adapt the expertise and working methods of the regional presence towards partnerships in project implementation and activities, which would necessarily involve strengthening the relationship between ITU and regional telecommunication organizations, as foreseen in Resolution 58 (Kyoto, 1994) of the Plenipotentiary Conference;

c)
the decision by the World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC), in its Resolution 72 (WRC‑97), to instruct the Director of BR to consult regional telecommunication organizations on the means by which assistance can be given to their preparations for future WRCs, including the facilitation of regional and interregional preparatory meetings, and to report on those consultations;

d)
that the regional offices facilitate participation in preparations under Resolution 112 (Marrakesh, 2002) of the Plenipotentiary Conference;
e)
the decision by the World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC), through its Resolutions 21 (Rev. Hyderabad, 2010 ) and 32 (Rev. Hyderabad, 2010 ), to highlight the need for ITU-D to institute active coordination and collaboration and organize joint activities in areas of common interest with regional and subregional organizations and training institutions, and to consider the establishment of regional rapporteur groups, as a complement to the two ITU‑D study groups, so as to permit wider participation by some countries, at lower cost, in addressing certain questions;

f)
that WTDC, in Resolution 17 (Rev. Hyderabad, 2010 ), called for equitable budget allotments for each region to implement regional initiatives;
g)
that the regional offices enable ITU to be more aware of and more responsive to the specific needs of the regions;

h)
that the regional offices provide important technical assistance to countries with development needs;

i)
that resources are limited, and that efficiency and effectiveness are therefore key considerations for activities to be undertaken by ITU;

j)
that, to be effective, the regional presence must have the necessary level of authority to meet the diverse requirements of the Member States; 

k)
that adequate online access between headquarters and the field offices would enhance technical cooperation activities significantly;

l)
that all relevant electronic information available at headquarters should also be available to regional offices;

m)
that strengthened regional presence will create efficiencies and greater convenience for Member States,

noting

a)
that joint projects involving the collaborative efforts of the ITU regional offices and certain regional telecommunication organizations have already been very successfully implemented in some regions;

b)
that both the Plenipotentiary Conference and the Council have endorsed the principle that regional offices should be entrusted with clear and specific functions;

c)
that there should be greater cooperation among BDT, the other Bureaux and the General Secretariat in order to encourage participation by the regional offices in their respective spheres;

d)
that the regional and area offices are inadequately staffed,

noting also

 that it is essential to evaluate the outcomes of the work accomplished by the regional offices, draw conclusions, and, if appropriate, make, with a view to the future, such adjustments as may be required to ensure that they operate in accordance with the imperatives of efficiency and effectiveness, to optimize the use of resources and to avoid duplication of effort, so as to continue to take decisions that will strengthen the regional presence,
resolves

1
to undertake an evaluation of the ITU regional presence;

2
that, within the scarce existing resources of the Union, the regional presence shall be further strengthened and kept under review in the interests of meeting the continually evolving requirements and priorities of each region, the first objective being to maximize the benefits of the regional presence for the whole of the Union’s membership;

3
that a broadening of the information dissemination functions of the regional presence is required in order to ensure that all of the activities and programmes of the Union are represented, while avoiding the duplication of such functions between headquarters and the regional offices;

4
that the regional offices shall be empowered to make decisions within their mandate, while the coordination functions and the balance between ITU headquarters and the regional offices should be facilitated and improved, in accordance with the strategic plan for 2010-2015  , in order to achieve a better balance of work between headquarters and the regional offices; 

5
that priority shall be given to implementing all elements of the ITU strategic plan 2010-2015   with a view to strengthening the regional presence, in particular: 

i)
to expand and strengthen the regional offices by identifying functions which could be decentralized and implementing them as soon as possible;
ii)
to review the internal administrative procedures pertaining to the work of the regional offices, with a view to their simplification and transparency and enhancement of work efficiency; 

iii)
to assist countries in implementing the projects defined in Resolution 17 (Rev. Hyderabad, 2010 );

iv)
to establish clear procedures for consulting Member States, giving Member States the opportunity to review the consolidated regional initiatives and provide feedback to help prioritize them and keeping them informed on project selection and funding;

v)
to provide the regional offices with greater autonomy in terms both of decision-making and of addressing the crucial needs of the Member States in the region, including, but not limited to:

(
functions relating to the dissemination of information, provision of expert advice and hosting of meetings, courses and seminars;

(
any functions and tasks that may be delegated to them relating to the preparation and implementation of their own budgets;

(
ensuring their effective participation in discussions on the future of Union and on strategic issues concerning the telecom​munication/information and communication technology (ICT) sector;

6
that cooperation between the ITU regional offices, relevant regional organizations and other international organizations dealing with development and financial matters should continue to be improved, in the interests of optimizing the use of resources and avoiding duplication, and that Member States should be kept updated through BDT, where necessary, in order to ensure that their needs are being met in a coordinated and consultative fashion;

7
that regional meetings should be organized in the various regions by the relevant Sectors, particularly ITU-D, in collaboration with regional organizations, in order to improve the effectiveness of the corresponding global meetings and facilitate better participation;

8
that substantial resources have to be made available in order for BDT to be able to operate effectively in the interests of narrowing the telecommunication gap between the developing and developed countries, thereby supporting endeavours towards bridging the digital divide, and that, accordingly, the regional offices should, in coordination with ITU headquarters, take measures with a view to: 

(
supporting pilot projects for the implementation of e-services/applications, analysing and disseminating their results and managing their further adaptation and development within the region;

(
creating a mechanism for the purpose of:

i)
developing a suitable and sustainable business model that will result in private-sector participation (companies and academic communities);

ii)
assisting in the determination of an appropriate and affordable tech​nology to meet the needs and requirements of rural populations; 

iii)
formulating a rural deployment strategy that takes account of the ICT literacy of rural populations and is relevant to their conditions and needs;

(
actively assisting Member States in the area of funds-in-trust projects or projects financed from the ICT Development Fund,

instructs the Council

1
to continue to include the regional presence as an item on the agenda of each session of the Council in order to examine its evolution and adopt decisions for its continuing structural adaptation and operation, with the aim of fully meeting the requirements of the Union’s membership and giving effect to the decisions adopted at meetings of the Union, and of consolidating the coordination and complementary aspects of activities between ITU and regional and subregional telecommunication organizations;

2
to allocate the appropriate financial resources within the financial limits established by the Plenipotentiary Conference;

3
to report to the next plenipotentiary conference on the progress made in implementing this resolution,

instructs the Secretary-General

1
to facilitate the task of the Council by providing all necessary support for strengthening the regional presence as described in this resolution;

2
to adapt where necessary the agreements between ITU and the host countries of the regional and area offices to the changing environment in the host countries;

3
to submit each year to the Council for consideration a detailed report on the regional presence, covering its staffing, a financial overview and the evolution and development of its activities, including the extension of its activities to the three Sectors, and, if appropriate, proposing any changes that would be conducive to the better accomplishment of its mission, and to disseminate this report to all Member States and Sector Members,

further instructs the Secretary-General 

to suggest appropriate measures for the effectiveness of ITU’s regional presence in the United Nations Joint Inspection Unit work programme, or to refer it to any other independent entity, if appropriate, taking into account the elements set out in the annex to this resolution,
instructs the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau, in close consultation with the Secretary-General and the Directors of the Radiocommunication Bureau and the Telecommunication Standardi​zation Bureau
1
to take the necessary measures for further strengthening of the regional presence, as described in this resolution;

2 
to support the evaluation of the effectiveness of the ITU’s regional presence, taking into account the elements set out in the annex to this resolution;

3
to develop specific operational and financial plans for the regional presence, in collaboration with the regional offices, to be included as part of ITU’s annual operational and financial plans;

4
to review and determine the appropriate posts, including permanent posts, in regional and area offices, and provide specialized staff on an as-needed basis to meet particular needs;

5
to fill the vacant posts in the regional offices, where appropriate, giving due consideration to the regional distribution of staff positions;

6
to ensure that the regional offices are given sufficient priority among the activities and programmes of the Union as a whole, and that, to supervise the implementation of funds-in-trust projects and projects financed from the ICT Development Fund, they have the required autonomy, the decision-making authority and the appropriate means;

7
to take the necessary measures to improve the exchange of information between headquarters and field offices; 

8
to strengthen the human resource capabilities and provide the regional and area offices with a measure of flexibility in terms of the recruitment of professional staff as well as support staff; 

9
to take the necessary measures to ensure the effective incorporation of BR and TSB activities in the regional offices,

instructs the Directors of the Radiocommunication Bureau and the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau
to continue cooperating with the Director of BDT in enhancing the ability of the regional and area offices to provide information on their Sectors’ activities, as well as the necessary expertise, to strengthen cooperation and coordination with the relevant regional organizations and to facilitate the participation of all Member States and Sector Members in the activities of the three Sectors of the Union.

ANNEX  TO  RESOLUTION  25  (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010)

Elements for evaluation of the ITU regional presence

The evaluation of ITU’s regional presence should be based on the functions assigned to its regional offices under Annex A: “Generic activities expected of the regional presence” of Resolution 1143 adopted by the Council at its 1999 session, in resolves 2 to 8 of Resolution 25 (Rev. Antalya, 2006) and in other pertinent decisions. 

The evaluation of the regional presence should take into account, but not be limited to, the following elements:

a)
the extent of fulfilment of the provisions of Resolution 25 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010) by BDT, the General Secretariat and the other two Bureaux, as appropriate;

b)
how further decentralization could ensure greater efficiency at lower cost, taking into consideration accountability and transparency; 

c)
a survey of the level of satisfaction of Member States, Sector Members and regional telecommunication organizations with ITU’s regional presence, including the effectiveness of its regional programmes and offices;

d)
the extent of possible duplication between the functions of ITU headquarters and the regional offices;

e)
the degree of autonomy in decision-making currently accorded to regional offices, and whether greater autonomy could enhance their efficiency and effectiveness; 

f)
the effectiveness of collaboration between the ITU regional offices, regional telecommunication organizations and other regional and international devel​opment and financial organizations;

g)
how regional presence and the organization of activities in the regions can enhance the effective participation of all countries in ITU work;

h)
the resources currently made available to the regional offices for reducing the digital divide;

i)
the identification of functions and powers that might be assigned to the regional presence in implementing the WSIS Plan of Action;

j)
the optimal structure of the ITU regional presence, including the location and number of regional and area offices,
In preparing this evaluation, input should be sought from Member States and Sector Members which benefit from ITU’s regional presence, as well as from the regional offices, from regional and international organizations and from any other relevant entities. 

A report on this evaluation exercise should be submitted by the Secretary-General to Council at its 2008 session. The Council should then consider the appropriate course of action to be taken, with a view to reporting to the 2010 plenipotentiary conference on the matter.

Revision of Resolution 36

1. Introduction

In the recent years, natural disasters have increased and devastated many countries and caused a number of casualties and heavy economic losses. For less developed and developing countries, disasters actually disrupt national economies. In such circumstances, telecommunications/ICTs play a critical role in disaster detection, early warning, preparedness, response and recovery, providing effective and appropriate humanitarian assistance. This proposal intends to update the Resolution 36 based on the fact of the needs of countries affecting by natural disasters affecting ITU countries and in line with current progress of work operation in ITU.   
2. Proposal

It is proposed to modify Resolution 36 as attached herewith. 
RESOLUTION  36  (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010)

Telecommunications/information and communication technology in the service of humanitarian assistance

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Guadalajara, 2010),
endorsing

a)
Resolution 644 (Rev.WRC-2007) of the World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC), on telecommunication resources for disaster mitigation and relief operations;

b)
Resolution 646 (WRC-03) of WRC, on public protection and disaster relief;
c)
Resolution 673(WRC-07) on radiocommunication use for earth observation applications;

d)
Resolution 34 (Rev. Hyderabad, 2010) of the World Telecommunication Development Conference, on the role of telecommunications/information and communication technology (ICT) in early warning and mitigation of disasters and humanitarian assistance;

e)
§ 91 of the Tunis Agenda for the Information Society adopted by the second phase of the World Summit on the Information Society,
considering

a)
that the Intergovernmental Conference on Emergency Telecommu​nications (Tampere, 1998) adopted the Tampere Convention on the provision of telecommunication resources for disaster mitigation and relief operations, which entered into force on 8 January 2005;

b) 
that the second Tampere Conference on Disaster Communications (Tampere, 2001) invited ITU to study the use of public mobile networks for early warning and the dissemination of emergency information, and the operational aspects of emergency telecommunications such as call prioritization;

c)
that the third Tampere Conference on Disaster Communications (Tampere, 2006) encouraged wider understanding and cooperation between governments on implementation of the Tampere Convention;

d)
that the United Nations World Conference on Disaster Reduction (Kobe, Hyogo, 2005) encouraged all States, taking into account their domestic legal requirements, to consider, as appropriate, acceding to, approving or ratifying relevant international legal instruments relating to disaster reduction, such as the Tampere Convention,

recognizing

a)
the seriousness and magnitude of potential disasters that may cause dramatic human suffering;

b)
that the recent tragic events in the world clearly demonstrate the need for high-quality communications services to assist public-safety and disaster-relief agencies in minimizing risk to human life and to cover the necessary general public information and communication needs in such situations,

convinced

a) 
that telecommunications/ICTs play a critical role in disaster detection, early warning, preparedness, response and recovery,
b) 
that the unhindered use of telecommunication/ICT equipment and services is indispensable for the provision of effective and appropriate humanitarian assistance,

further convinced

that the Tampere Convention provides the necessary framework for such use of telecommunication/ICT resources,

resolves to instruct the Secretary‑General and the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau

1
to work closely with the United Nations Emergency Relief Coor​dinator to support Member States which so request in their work towards their national accession to the Tampere Convention;

2
to assist Member States which so request with the development of their practical arrangements for implementation of the Tampere Convention, in close collaboration with the United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator,

invites Member States

to work towards their accession to the Tampere Convention as a matter of priority,

urges Member States Parties to the Tampere Convention

to take all practical steps for the application of the Tampere Convention and to work closely with the operational coordinator as provided for therein.
 Revision of Resolution 136

1. Introduction

Recognizing the importance of role of the telecommunication for Disaster Prevention, Mitigation and Relief, PP-06 adopted Resolution 136. It resolved that three ITU Bureaux continue their technical studies and to develop recommendations, through the ITU study groups, concerning technical and operational implementation, of advanced solutions to meet the needs of public protection and disaster relief telecommunications/ICTs, taking into account the capacities, particularly those of many developing countries, for national and international operations. This proposal intends to update the Resolution 136 in line with results of the World Radiocommunication Conference 2007 and the World Telecommunication Development Conference 2010 in this purpose.   

2. Proposal

It is proposed to modify Resolution 136 as attached herewith. 
RESOLUTION  136  (Guadalajara, 2010)

The use of telecommunications/information and communication technologies for monitoring and management in emergency 
and disaster situations for early warning, 
prevention, mitigation and relief
The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Guadalajara, 2010),

recalling

a)
Resolution 36 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on telecommunications/information and communication technologies (ICTs) in the service of humanitarian assistance;

b)
Resolution 34 (Rev.Hyderabad, 2010) of the World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC), on the role of telecommunications/ICT in early warning and mitigation of disasters and humanitarian assistance; 

c)
Resolution 48 (Rev. Hyderabad, 2010) of WTDC, on strengthening cooperation among telecommunication regulators;

d)
Resolution 644 (Rev.WRC-2007) of the World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC), on telecommunication resources for disaster mitigation and relief operations;

e)
Resolution 646 (WRC-03) of WRC, on public protection and disaster relief; 
f)
Resolution 673(WRC-07) on radiocommunication use for earth observation applications;

g)
the emergency telecommunication/ICT coordination mechanisms established by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs,
taking into account

Resolution 60/125 on international cooperation on humanitarian assistance in the field of natural disasters, from relief to development, adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in March 2006,

noting

a)
§ 51 of the Geneva Declaration of Principles adopted by the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), on the use of ICT applications for disaster prevention;

b) 
§ 20 (c) of the Geneva Plan of Action adopted by WSIS, on e-environment, which calls for the establishment of monitoring systems, using ICTs, to forecast and monitor the impact of natural and man-made disasters, particularly in developing countries, least developed countries and small economies;

c) 
§ 30 of the Tunis Commitment adopted by WSIS, on disaster mitigation;

d)
§ 91 of the Tunis Agenda for the Information Society adopted by WSIS, on disaster reduction;

e)
the effective coordination work of the Partnership Coordination Panel for Telecommunication for Disaster Relief and Mitigation, led by the ITU Telecommunication Standardization Sector,

considering

a)
the devastation suffered from disasters around the world, particularly in developing countries that may suffer disproportionately due to a lack of infrastructure and, therefore, have the most to gain from information on the subject of disaster prevention, mitigation and relief efforts;

b)
the potential of modern telecommunications/ICTs to facilitate disaster prevention, mitigation and relief efforts;

c)
the ongoing cooperation between ITU study groups and other standards development organizations dealing with emergency telecommuni​cations, alert and warning systems,

recognizing

a)
the activities being undertaken at the international and regional levels within ITU and other relevant organizations to establish internationally agreed means for the operation of systems for public protection and disaster relief on a harmonized and coordinated basis;

b)
the ongoing development by ITU, in coordination with the United Nations and other United Nations specialized agencies, of guidelines for applying the international content standard for all-media public warning in all disaster and emergency situations;

c)
the contribution of the private sector in the prevention, mitigation and relief of emergency and disaster situations which is proving to be effective;

d)
the need for a common understanding of the network infrastructure components required to provide rapidly installed, interoperable, robust telecommunication capabilities in humanitarian assistance and disaster relief operations; 

e)
the importance of working towards the establishment of standards-based monitoring and worldwide early-warning systems, based on tele​communications/ICTs, that are linked to national and regional networks and that facilitate emergency disaster response all over the world, particularly in high-risk regions;

f)
the role that the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector can play, through such means as the Global Symposium for Regulators, in collecting and disseminating a set of national regulatory best practices for telecom​munication/ICT facilities for disaster prevention, mitigation and relief,

convinced

that an international standard for communication of alert and warning information can assist in the provision of effective and appropriate humanitarian assistance and in mitigating the consequences of disasters, in particular in developing countries,

resolves to instruct the Directors of the Bureaux 

1
to continue their technical studies and to develop recommendations, through the ITU study groups, concerning technical and operational implementation, as necessary, of advanced solutions to meet the needs of public protection and disaster relief telecommunications/ICTs, taking into account the capabilities, evolution and any resulting transition requirements of existing systems, particularly those of many developing countries, for national and international operations;

2
to support the development of robust, comprehensive, all-hazards emergency and disaster early-warning, mitigation and relief systems, at national, regional and international levels, including monitoring and management systems involving the use of telecommunications/ICTs (e.g. remote sensing), in collaboration with other international agencies, in order to support coordination at the global and regional level;

3
to promote implementation by appropriate alerting authorities of the international content standard for all-media public warning, in concert with ongoing development of guidelines by all ITU Sectors for application to all disaster and emergency situations;
4
to continue to collaborate with organizations that are working in the area of standards for emergency telecommunications/ICTs and for communication of alert and warning information, in order to study the appropriate inclusion of such standards in ITU’s work and their dissemination, in particular in developing countries,
encourages Member States

1
in emergency and disaster relief situations, to satisfy temporary needs for spectrum in addition to what may be normally provided for in agreements with the administrations concerned, while seeking international assistance for spectrum coordination and management, in accordance with the legal framework in force in each country; 

2
to work in close collaboration with the Secretary-General, the Directors of the Bureaux, as well as emergency telecommunication/ICT coordi​nation mechanisms of the United Nations, in the development and dissemination of tools, procedures and best practices for the effective coordination and operation of telecom​munications/ICTs in disaster situations; 
3
to facilitate the use by emergency organizations of both existing and new technologies and solutions (satellite and terrestrial), to the extent practicable, in order to satisfy interoperability requirements and to further the goals of public protection and disaster relief;

4
to develop and support national and regional centres of excellence for research, pre-planning, equipment pre-positioning and deployment of telecom​munication/ICT resources for humanitarian assistance and disaster relief coordination,

invites the Secretary-General

to inform the United Nations and, in particular the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, of this resolution.

Revision of Resolution 137

1. Introduction

NGN is recognized as a potential tool with new realities in the telecommunication industry. The NGN deployment and standards development activities are essential for all countries, particularly for developing ones to catch new development opportunities, to make best use of NGN. Therefore, Plenipotentiary Conference 2006 adopted Resolution 137 (Antalya, 2006) which emphasized the needs of developing countries in deploying NGN. The ongoing progress is made through initiatives and works of ITU-T, the Action Plan with its Programme 1 of WTDC-10. 

This proposal intends to update the Resolution 137 to reflect the outcomes of WTDC-10 and WTSA-08. 

2. Proposal

It is proposed to modify Resolution 137 as attached herewith. 
RESOLUTION  137  (Guadalajara, 2010)

Next-generation network deployment in developing countries

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Guadalajara, 2010),

considering

a) 
that, as stated in § 22 of the Geneva Declaration of Principles adopted by the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), a well-developed information and communication network infrastructure and applications, adapted to regional, national and local conditions, easily accessible and affordable, and making greater use of broadband and other innovative technologies, where possible, can accelerate the social and economic progress of countries, and the well-being of all individuals, communities and peoples;

b) 
that the existence, at the national, regional, interregional and global levels, of coherent telecommunication networks and services for the development of national economies is a very important element in the improvement of the social, economic and financial situation of Member States,

welcoming

the efforts made by ITU in paying attention to the interests of developing countries (cf. Resolution 17 (Rev. Johannesburg, 2008) of the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA), and Resolution 17 (Rev. Hyderabad, 2010) of the World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC)),

noting

a)
that developing countries are being challenged by rapid change of technologies and convergence trends;

b) 
ongoing shortages of resources, experience and capacity building within developing countries in planning and deploying networks, in particular next-generation networks (NGN),

recalling

a) 
the efforts and collaboration of the three Bureaux to continue enhancing work aimed at providing information and advice on subjects of importance to developing countries for the planning, organization, development and operation of their telecommunication systems; 

b) 
that technical knowledge and experience of great value to the developing countries is also obtainable from or through the ITU Radio​communication (ITU-R), Telecommunication Standardization (ITU-T) and Tele​communication Development (ITU-D) Sectors;

c)
that, in accordance with Resolution 143 (Antalya, 2006), the provisions in all ITU documents relating to developing countries shall be extended to apply adequately to countries with economies in transition,

recognizing

a) 
that the developing countries have limited human and financial resources to cope with the ever-increasing technology gap;
b) 
that the existing digital divide is liable to be aggravated further with the emergence of new technologies, particularly NGNs, if developing countries do not implement them in a timely manner, especially in rural areas,

taking into account

a)
that, for countries, especially developing countries, that have already invested heavily in the traditional public switched telephone network, it is a pressing task for them to conduct a smooth migration from existing networks to NGNs; 

b)
that NGNs are considered a potential tool to meet the new challenges facing the telecommunication industry, and NGN deployment and standards development activities are essential for developing countries, especially for their rural areas where the majority of the population live;

c)
that countries can benefit from NGNs, which can facilitate the delivery of a wide range of advanced information and communication technology (ICT)-based services for building the information society, resolving difficult issues such as the development and implementation of systems for public protection and disaster relief, especially telecommunications for early warning and the dissemination of emergency information;

d) 
that the challenge, as perceived by WSIS, is to harness the potential of ICTs for promoting the development goals of the Millennium Declaration, namely the eradication of extreme poverty and hunger, achieving universal primary education, promoting gender equality and empowerment of women, reducing child mortality, improving maternal health and combating HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases,

resolves to instruct the Directors of the three Bureaux

1
to continue and consolidate their efforts on NGN deployment studies and standards development activities, particularly those designed for rural areas and for bridging the digital divide and the development divide;

2
to coordinate studies and programmes under the Next-Generation Network Global Standards Initiative (NGN-GSI) of ITU-T and of the Global Network Planning Initiatives (GNPi) of ITU-D; coordinate ongoing work being carried out by study groups as defined in  Hyderabad Action Plan of  WTDC-10 , to assist the membership in deploying NGN effectively, especially in conducting a smooth migration from existing telecommunication infrastructures to NGNs; and seek appropriate solutions for affordable NGN deployment in rural areas, 

instructs the Secretary‑General

1
to take appropriate action in order to seek support and financial provision sufficient for the implementation of this resolution, within available financial resources, including financial support through partnership agreements;

2
to highlight the importance and benefits of NGN development and deployment to other United Nations specialized agencies and financial institutions,

instructs the Council

to consider the reports and proposals made by the Secretary-General and the three Bureaux relating to the implementation of this resolution, making the appropriate linkage with the operative paragraphs of Resolution 44 (Johannesburg, 2008) of WTSA, and to take appropriate action so that the Union continues to pay attention to addressing the needs of developing countries,

invites all Member States and Sector Members

1
to undertake concrete actions, to support ITU’s actions and to develop their own initiatives in order to implement this resolution; 
2 
to strengthen cooperation between developed and developing countries, as well as among developing countries, in improving national capabilities in the implementation of NGNs, especially in regard to planning, deployment, operation and maintenance, and the development of applications and content, especially for rural areas.

Revision of Resolution 139

3. Introduction

The telecommunications/ICTs environment is changing very fast with development of technologies, new services and applications which that have significant implications for bridging digital divide and building of the information society This proposal intends to update the Resolution 139 to cover the results of WTDC-10. Revision of Resolution 139 continues to reflect the efforts by ITU in assist Member States in bridging digital divide and implement the goal of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) of building an inclusive information society. 

(Noting that revising Resolution 139 will be updated, f appropriate, in line with drafting strategic plan for 2012-2015) 
4. Proposal

It is proposed to modify Resolution 139 as attached herewith. 
RESOLUTION  139  (Guadalajara, 2010)

Telecommunications/information and communication 
technologies to bridge the digital divide and build 
an inclusive information society

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Guadalajara, 2010),

recognizing

a)
that the social and economic underdevelopment of a large part of the world is one of the most serious problems affecting not only the countries concerned but also the international community as a whole;

b)
that there is a need to create opportunities for digital services in developing countries, including the least developed countries, landlocked and small island developing states, and countries with economies in transition, taking advantage of the revolution in information and communication technologies (ICTs);

c)
that the new architecture of telecommunication networks shows a potential for offering more efficient and economic telecommunication and ICT services, particularly for rural and remote areas;

d)
that the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) highlighted that the ICT infrastructure is an essential foundation for an inclusive information society, and declared its commitment to place ICTs at the service of development;

e)
that the Hyderabad Declaration adopted by the World Telecommunications Development Conference (WTDC) recognized that ICTs are essential for political, economic, social and cultural development, that they play an important role in poverty alleviation, job creation, environmental protection and the prevention and mitigation of natural and other disasters, and that, therefore, opportunities offered by new ICTs should be fully exploited in order to foster sustainable development;

f)
that Goal 2 in the strategic plan for the Union for 2008-2011 declares the aim for ITU to assist in bridging the national and international digital divide in ICTs by facilitating interoperability, interconnection and global connectivity of networks and services, and by playing a leading role, within its mandate, in the multistakeholder process for follow-up and implementation of the relevant goals and objectives of WSIS;

g)
that, even prior to WSIS, in addition to ITU activities, various activities were being executed by many organizations and entities to bridge the digital divide; 

h)
that such activity has been increasing since the conclusion of WSIS and the adoption of the Tunis Agenda for the Information Society, particularly in relation to implementation and follow-up,

recalling

a)
Resolution 24 (Kyoto, 1994) of the Plenipotentiary Conference on the role of ITU in the development of world telecommunications, Resolution 31 (Rev. Marrakesh, 2002) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on telecommunication infrastructure and ICTs for socio-economic and cultural development, and Resolution 129 (Marrakesh, 2002) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on bridging the digital divide;

b)
that the Union’s World Telecommunication Development Report has highlighted the unacceptable imbalance in the distribution of telecommunications and the imperative and urgent need to remedy that imbalance;

c)
that, in this context, WTDC (Buenos Aires, 1994), inter alia, called on governments, international agencies and all other parties concerned to accord, particularly in developing countries, an appropriate higher priority to investment and other related actions for the development of telecommunications;

d)
that, since that time, WTDCs have established study groups, developed work programmes and approved resolutions to promote digital opportunities, highlighting the role of ICT in a number of areas; 
e)
Resolution 50 (Rev.Hyderabad, 2010) and Resolution 54 (Rev.Hyderabad, 2010)
e)
Resolution 143 (Antalya, 2006) of this conference,

endorsing

Resolution 37 (Rev. Hyderabad, 2010) of WTDC on this issue,

considering

a)
that, even with all the developments described above, in many developing countries telecommunications are still not affordable to the majority of people, particularly those living in rural areas;
b)
that each region, country and area must tackle its own specific issues regarding the digital divide, with emphasis on cooperation with others in order to benefit from experience gained;

c)
that many countries do not have the necessary basic infrastructure, long-term plans, laws, regulations and such like in place for ICT development;

d)
that small island developing states and communities face particular problems in bridging the digital divide,

further considering

a)
that telecommunication facilities and services are not the only consequence of economic growth, but a prerequisite for overall development;

b)
that telecommunications are an integral part of the national and inter​national development process;

c)
that recent progress, and particularly the convergence of telecommunication, broadcasting and computer technologies and services, are agents of change for the information age;

d)
that there is a continuing need in most developing countries for investment in various development sectors;

e)
that, in this situation, national e-strategies should be linked to overall development goals and guide national decisions;

f)
that it continues to be necessary to provide decision-makers with relevant and timely information on the role and general contribution of ICTs to overall development plans;

g)
that past studies undertaken at the initiative of the Union for assessing the benefits of telecommunications have had a salutary effect,

stressing

a)
the important role played by telecommunications/ICTs in the development of e-government, labour, agriculture, health, education, transport, industry, human rights, environmental protection, trade and transfer of infor​mation for social welfare, and in the general economic and social progress of de​veloping countries;

b)
that telecommunication and ICT infrastructure is central to achieving the goal of digital inclusion, enabling universal, sustainable, ubiquitous and affordable access to information,

mindful

a)
that the Hyderabad Declaration emphasized the important role that governments, policy-makers and regulators should play to promote widespread affordable access to telecommunications/ICTs through fair, transparent, stable, predictable and non-discriminatory enabling legal and regulatory and environments that promote competition, foster continued technological and service innovation and encourage investment incentives;

b)
that goals  in the strategic plan for the Union for 2012-2015  aimed at enabling and fostering the growth and sustained development o f telecommunication networks and services, and to facilitate universal access so that people everywhere can participate in, and benefit from, the emerging information society and to provide assistance to developing countries  in bridging the digital divide by achieving broader telecommunication/ICT-enabled socio-economic development; ;
c)
that the Geneva Declaration of Principles adopted by WSIS recognized that policies that create a favourable climate for stability, predictability and fair competition at all levels should be developed and implemented in a manner that attracts more private investment in telecommunications and in ICT infrastructure;

d)
that, in many ITU Member States, independent regulatory bodies have been established to deal with regulatory issues such as interconnection, determination of tariffs, licensing, competition, designed to promote digital opportunities at the national level,

appreciating

a)
the various studies that have been carried out as part of the programme of technical cooperation and assistance activities of the Union;

b)
the existence of the Digital Solidarity Fund and the ICT Development Fund,

resolves 

1
that Resolution 37 (Rev. Hyderabad, 2010) should be implemented without delay;

2
that the Union should continue to organize, conduct or sponsor necessary studies in order to highlight, in a different and changing context, the contribution of ICTs to overall development;

3
that the Union should continue to act as a clearing house mechanism for the exchange of information and, within the implementation of the Doha Action Plan and in partnership with other appropriate organizations, implement initiatives, programmes and projects aimed at promoting access to telecom​munications and ICTs,

invites

the administrations and governments of Member States, agencies and organizations of the United Nations system, non-governmental and intergov​ernmental organizations, financial institutions and providers of telecommunication equipment and services and ICTs to extend their support for the satisfactory implementation of this resolution,

encourages

all agencies responsible for development aid and assistance, including the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD), the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), as well as donor and recipient Member States of the Union, to continue to attach importance to ICTs in the development process and to accord a high priority for resource allocation to this sector,

instructs the Secretary-General 

1
to bring this resolution to the attention of all interested parties including, in particular, UNDP, IBRD, regional development banks and national development funds for cooperation;
2
to report annually to the Council on the progress made in the implementation of this resolution;

3
to arrange for the wide dissemination of the findings resulting from the activities carried out in accordance with this resolution, 
instructs the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau, in coordination with the Directors of the other Bureaux, as appropriate

1
to continue to assist the Member States and Sector Members in developing a pro‑competitive policy and regulatory framework for telecom​munications;

2
to continue to assist Member States and Sector Members with strategies that expand access to telecommunication infrastructure, particularly for rural areas;

3
to evaluate models for affordable and sustainable systems for rural access to information and communications on the global network;

4
to organize studies, as necessary, within the available appropriations;

5
to conduct, within available resources, a case study concerning telecommunications/ICTs in rural areas and, if appropriate, to deploy a pilot model using IP-based technology to extend rural access, 

instructs the Council 

1
to allocate adequate funds, within approved budgetary resources, for the implementation of this resolution;

2
to review the Secretary-General’s reports and take appropriate measures to ensure the implementation of this resolution;

3
to report on the matter to the next plenipotentiary conference,
invites Member States

to undertake concerted action in order to achieve the objectives of Resolution 37 (Rev. Hyderabad, 2010).

__________________
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