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	1.
Introduction

The ability of emergency responders to effectively communicate is paramount to the safety and security of people in disaster zones. During the last three decades, the world has witnessed how inadequate emergency communications capabilities can adversely affect response and recovery efforts. While the agencies involved in the emergency communications have developed ad hoc solutions to overcome these challenges, the issue of inadequate coordination of emergency communications has received global attention in the aftermath of the various large scale public safety and disaster incidents around the world. The inability of local agencies to coordinate a response to the public safety events has led to a drive for regional collaboration. The   Asian Tsunami and other natural and man-made disasters in the recent past have demonstrated how emergency communications capabilities—or  lack of them  —impact emergency responders, public health, national and economic security, and the ability of government leaders to maintain order and perform essential functions. 

During each of these events, the lack of coordinated emergency communications solutions and protocols among the responding agencies hindered response and recovery efforts. These events raised awareness of the issue among public and policymakers alike and highlighted the critical role emergency communications plays in incident response. These events also prompted numerous international studies and assessments on the state of emergency communications. 

As per the para 1 & 2 of Res. 647-4 of ITU-R, the member states should establish a database of currently available frequencies for use in emergency situations, and facilitate online access by administrations, disaster relief agencies, in particular the United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator.

In case of a disaster, even though the mobilisation of equipment by ITU is rapid, it takes time to reach the disaster site. Therefore, in implementing the relief measures it is essential to: 

Share the emergency radio equipment across the neighbouring countries 

There is no simple solution, or “silver bullet,” for solving emergency communications challenges, and consequently any new strategy will involve making improvements at all levels of government, in technology, coordination and governance, planning, usage, and training and exercises. This approach also recognizes that communications operability is a critical building block for interoperability; emergency response officials must first establish reliable communications within their own agency before they can interoperate with neighbouring jurisdictions and other agencies.

	
	2.
Proposal

Recognizing the need for an effective emergency communications strategy to address these shortfalls, it is essential, as a first step to create a data base and other facilities for emergency communications and disaster relief available worldwide. Communications investments are among the most significant, substantial, and long-lasting capital investments that countries make; in addition, technological innovations for emergency communications are constantly evolving at a rapid pace. 

Future Emergency communications systems will contain advanced high data rate and multimedia features, such as:

a) Increased access to and customized queries of centralized database information from mobile and portable units deployed in the field;

b) Use of mobile and portable imaging to share critical information among emergency response team members at the scene of an incident or disaster situation;

c) Deployment of mobile and portable imaging communications devices, which first responders can use to communicate critical information back to dispatch operations or more specialized personnel at a headquarters location;

d) Unhindered transmission of requisite video imaging and data gathered by mobile robotic devices used by emergency response personnel.

For complementing the objectives of the database, maintained by ITU-R, listing the available frequencies for emergency communication in every Member State, APT proposes following strategy:
1 Develop a global database comprising;
1.1
agencies involved in emergency communications;
1.2
details of communication equipment; 

1.3
 good practices and experiences gained on emergency communication and disaster relief measures of Member States and international organisations.
2 In this connection it is also necessary to take action as follows;

2.1
to facilitate online access to the database, through application of appropriate procedures, by Administrations, disaster relief agencies, in particular the United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator. This database may also be maintained at ITU level;
2.2 
to encourage administrations to facilitate, to the extent practicable, cross-border circulation of radiocommunication equipment intended for use in emergency and disaster relief situations through mutual cooperation and consultation without hindering national legislation.

3 Establish a set of dedicated emergency radio communication equipments in site(s) in location(s), to be appropriately selected in ITU sub regions and/or regions which could be mobilized so as to be used before ITU’s equipment reaches the disaster site. 

4 Encourage administrations to continue to work closely with their emergency communications community to further refine the operational requirements for emergency communications activities.
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