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	1
Objective

1.1
To facilitate and promote greater broadband adoption and bridging of the digital divide through nurturing the development of local content.

2
Discussion

2.1
The development of the Internet has brought about tremendous technological and social economic benefits to the world and has fundamentally changed the way people live and how business is done.  Increasingly across the region, access to the internet and its myriad of services is through broadband.  Basic services such as e-banking, e-commerce and e-government would not be possible at dial-up speeds.

2.2
Realizing this, most if not all Member States have formulated National Broadband Plans.  Some have gone as far as to invest directly into a national broadband networks via Public Private Partnerships with their local operators.  Suffice to say; thus far the work has been focused on the deployment of appropriate communication infrastructures to bridge the digital divide.

2.3
However the availability of access infrastructure is not the panacea to driving up broadband adoption in local communities.  Demand for broadband must be created at the local community level, and this can only be achieved if the local community sees the benefits of subscribing to broadband services.  One way to do this is through the development of culturally relevant content for local communities which would encourage broadband take up at the local level.  This is all the more crucial as the digitization of information becomes vital to the preservation of indigenous and local culture and languages.

3
Proposal
3.1
This Contribution proposes ITU-D takes necessary steps in collaboration with relevant international organizations with a view to find ways and means on how to address the following issues in order to assist developing countries:

3.1.1
Stimulating the development of local content through policy and regulation;

3.1.2
Encourage Member States in developing local content to preserve culture and to serve as an accessible medium for the adoption of broadband services;

3.1.3
Encourage Member States to provide the necessary incentives to business and in particular Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) and individuals for the development of applications and content, as well to provide where necessary, the appropriate mechanisms for revenue sharing;

3.1.4
Encourage Member States to promote sharing of content and applications, taking into account the regional needs and strengths in particular in the areas where there are common interests.
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