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PROGRAM: RESEARCH AND ASSESSMENT OF EFFECTIVENESS AND SUSTAINABILITY OF UNIVERSAL BROADBAND/INTERNET ACCESS THROUGH TELECENTER MODEL
INTRODUCTION:

Universal access and services has been researched by ITU-D as well as the building and circulation of relevant toolkits. On this basis, many developing countries have implemented universal Internet access through the development of public and community Internet access points (e.g. Telecenters). However, many of these Telecenters have been facing challenges and difficulties in maintaining these telecenters sustainably and effectively.
APT Members suggest assisting and supporting developing countries to research and assess difficulties and challenges in the operation and maintenance of multipurpose community telecenters in rural and remote areas with a view to advise developing countries on models of multipurpose community telecenter, including digital inclusion, in rural and remote areas in accordance with local circumstances.

1. PROPOSAL:

APT Members propose the following update to Programme1.
Programme 1

Programme on information and communication infrastructure

and technology development
...

3.6 Rural communications

Rural areas of countries continue to be sparsely covered and are not considered as a viable business case by telecommunication operators. Recent growth of teledensity in urban areas, fuelled by mobile technology, has meant that the digital gap between rural and urban areas has widened.

Rural populations will need to be provided with mobile telephony and wireless broadband access, by connecting remote areas to the broadband core networks. Choosing efficient, cost-effective and fast-deployment technologies and telecenter model - whether wired or wireless networks - will improve accessibility.

The key challenges for the provision of telecommunication services in unserved and underserved areas are driven by both technological and economic considerations. Setting up backhaul connectivity remains a high-cost exercise. Erratic power supply or complete lack of energy sources is a major barrier, and photovoltaic power supply is increasingly becoming a viable alternative. The requirement to maintain sufficient backup systems raises operational costs substantially.

This programme will contribute to the goal of digital inclusion, by providing assistance for the development of connectivity in unserved and underserved areas using suitable technologies and model of public/community broadband access points for access, backhaul and sources of power supply.

The focus in this area can be summarized as follows:

3.6.1 providing assistance in the selection of suitable technologies and doing site survey on the suitable telecenter models, including the design, planning, operation and maintenance applicable for unserved and underserved areas of developing countries;

3.6.2 collaborating with local expert to implement projects that promote the provision of Telecommunication/ICT services and applications through suitable technologies and business models which achieve financial and operational sustainability in the unserved and underserved areas of developing countries;

3.6.3 providing capacity building for local experts and collaborating with local experts as well to identify, plan, implement and operate networks and facilities;

3.6.4 providing assistance in the implementation of projects for terrestrial and satellite backhaul solutions;

3.6.5 providing assistance in the use of alternative power supply solutions;

3.6.6 dissemination of information and analyses of different countries' experiences with the use of different technologies and business models for providing universal telecommunication/ICT services for unserved and underserved areas in developing countries, through methods such as publications, symposia, seminars and workshops, taking into account the outputs of related ITU-D study group activities. [image: image2.emf] 
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